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PROCEEDINGS 


North   Carolina   Farmers'   State  Alliance, 

TENTH  ANNUAL  SESSION, 


August  10,  11  and  12,  1896. 


HIU.SBORO,  N.  C,  August  10,  1896. 

The  State  Alliance  was  called  to  order  promptly  at  2:30 
o'clock  p.  M.,  August  10,  1896,  by  President  Cyrus  Thomp- 
son. Brothers  A.  D.  K.  Wallace,  Sergeant-at-Arms,  and 
Jas.  E.  Lyon,  Assistant  Door-keeper,  per  instructions  of 
the  President,  proceeded  to  purge  the  house.  This  being 
done,  Brother  P.  H.  Massey,  Chaplain,  led  in  prayer. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  a  Committee  on 
Credentials:  J.  H.  Ouinn,  W.  B.  Fleming  and  T.  J.  Old- 
ham. 

A  motion  made  by  W.  A.  Graham,  that  all  papers  should 
be  referred  to  proper  committee,  without  debate,  was 
carried. 

Resolution  No.  1,  introduced  by  W.  A.  Graham  was 
withdrawn  by  permission. 

Resolution  No.  2,  by  A.  J.  Pringle  was  referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Constitution  and  By-Laws  : 

Motion  made  by  N.  C.  English  that  when  we  adjourn 
the  evening  session,  we  adjou'rn  to  meet  at  8  o'clock  to- 
night.    Carried. 

Committee  on  Credentials  made  a  partial  report.  Bro. 
W.  A.  Graham  moved  that  Bro.  Whitener  from  Burke  be 
seated  as  a  delegate,  which  was  carried. 

A  motion  was  made  that  W.  L.  Henry  be  seated  as  dele- 
gate from  Buncombe  in  place  of  Bro.  T.  J.  Candler  (per 


4  PROCEEDINGS    OF    THE    TENTH    ANNUAL    SESSION 

request  of  Bro.  Candler),  which  was  adopted.  Bro.  N.  C. 
English  was  seated  as  delegate,  upon  motion,  till  Bro. 
White  regular  delegate  from  Randolph  arrives. 

Bro.  A.  F.  Hileman  was  seated  as  delegate  from  Cabar- 
rus till  Bro.  Barringer,  regular  delegate  arrives,  and  Bro. 
W.  A.  Graham  was  seated  as  delegate  from  Lincoln  county 
till  regular  delegates  arrives. 

Motion  for  adjournment  at  5:30  p.  m.  till  8  o'clock  to- 
night was  passed. 

Night  Session. 

President  Thompson  called  the  Alliance  to  order 
promptly  at  8  o'clock  p.  m. 

The  house  was  purged  and  the  roll  called.  Minutes  of 
evening  session  read  and  approved. 

Upon  motion,  the  reports  of  officers  were  made  the 
special  order  for  morning  hour,  August  nth. 

Resolution  No.  3,  introduced  by  M.  L.  Wood,  referred 
to  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Resolution  No.  4,  introduced  by  A.  J.  Pringle,  referred 
to  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Resolution  from  Tyrrell  county,  referred  to  Committee 
on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Letter  from  J.  L.  Davidson,  of  Bertie  county,  read  and 
referred  to  Executive  Committee. 

Special  calls  were  made  for  Brothers  J.  T.  B.  Hoover, 
P.  H.  Massey,  J.  P.  Sossamau  and  M.  L.  Wood,  all  of 
whom  responded  in  spirited  talks  on  the  Lecture  System 
of  the  Alliance  and  were  happily  received. 

Committee  on  Credentials  made  a  partial  report,  stating 
there  were  thirty-seven  delegates  seated.  Report  received 
and  committe  continued. 

Bro.  Satterwhite,  of  Vance  county,  upon  motion,  was 
seated  as  a  delegate,  also  Rufus  Swain  from  Washington 
county.  Bro.  Lyon,  of  Durham  county,  was  seated  as  dele- 
gate until  regular  delegate  arrived. 


The  President  appointed  the  following  Committees  : 

Committee  on  Manufacturing — W.  B.  Fleming,  J.  \\T, 
Denmark,  A.  J.  Pringle,  T.  L.  Lowe,  J.  H.  Quinn,  S.  A. 
Earnhart,  W.  A.  Graham,  L.  E.  Newborn,  Jno.  Brady, 
Joseph  Prevatt  and  P:  F.  Starnes. 

Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws — Dr.  J.  E.  Per- 
son, E.  N.  Robeson,  Eugene  Cole,  T.  E.  Cutter,  C.  H- 
Baines,  E.  D.  Thompson,  Watt  Barringer,  W.  R.  King,  Jr., 
David  T.  Britt,  W.  B.  Nixon,  A.  Lowery  and  W.  J.  Wil- 
liams. 

Committee  on  Publication — J.  W.  Denmark,  A.  J.  Dalby, 
Win.  Strong,  Hill  E.  King,  Jas.  R.  Love,  J.  F.  Click  and 
D.  C.  Sanders. 

Committee  on  Business  Agency — M.  L.  Wood,  A.  D.  K. 
Wallace,  Jno.  W.  AldriJge,  E  P.  Hauser,  T.  J.  Oldham, 
S.  W.  Satterwhite,  James  E.  Lyon,  Aaron  Furr,  Isaac  Jin- 
rette,  Jr.,  T.  J.  Candler  and  P.  H.  Massey. 

Resolution  No.  7,  introduced  by  W.  R.  King,  Jr.,  refer- 
red to  Committee  on  Demands  and  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  8,  introduced  by  J.  H.  Quinn,  read  and 
he  asked  that  the  rules  be  suspended  and  the  resolution 
put  upon  immediate  passage.  Carried,  but  resolution  was 
tabled. 

Upon  being  called  upon  the  following  brethren  responded 
in  short  speeches:  S.  Otho  Wilson,  V.  N.  Seawell,  Jno. 
Graham,  W.  A.  Graham,  J.  M.  Mewboorne,  J.  W.  Den- 
mark and  Jno.  Brady. 

Brother  J.  M.  Mewboorne  asked  to  be  excused  from  the 
morning  session  of  August  nth.  He  was  excused.  At 
11:30  o'clock  motion  made  to  adjourn  till  8  o'clock,  August 
nth,  which  was  carried. 

Morning  Session — August  ii. 

The  State  Alliance  was  called  to  order  promptly  at  8:30 
o'clock  a.  m.,  by  President  Thompson.     Prayer  by  Chap- 


6  PROCEEDINGS    OF    THE    TENTH    ANNUAL    SESSION 

lain,  Rev.  P.  H.  Massey.  Minutes  of  Proceedings  of  August 
ioth,  were  read  by  Secretary,  which  were  approved  and 
ratified  by  the  State  Alliance. 

Special  hour  for  report  of  officeis.  The  President,  Dr. 
Cyrus  Thompson,  delivered  his  address,  which  was  referred 
to  Committee  on  Publication,  and  is  as  follows  : 

To  the  Delegates  of  the  North  Carolina  Farmers"  State  Alliance: 

We  are  met  in  this  our  Tenth  Annual  Session  under  circumstances 
essentially  different  from  those  that  have  surrounded  us  on  former 
occasions.  Our  session  at  Cary  one  year  ago  looked  forward  to  a  per- 
manent location  for  headquarters  and  the  establishment  of  a  Tannery 
and  a  Shoe  Factory.  The  property  we  then  examined  and  contemplated 
purchasing  fell  by  legitimate  sale  at  better  price  than  we  could  offer  into 
other  hands,  and  your  Executive  Committee  were  forced  to  seek  suitable 
location  elsewhere.  After  a  very  careful  examination  of  other  places 
and  due  consideration  of  many  favorable  propositions,  they  decided  upon 
the  purchase  of  this  property  and  located  our  headquarters  here.  They 
then  set  forward  as  rapidly  as  circumstances  would  permit  with  repair 
of  premises,  the  establishment  of  a  tannery  and  the  manufacture  of 
shoes  as  the  work  of  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance. 
Whatever  difference  of  opinion  may  have  existed  hitherto  among 
brethren,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  a  more  eligible  location  coudl 
hardly  have  been  chosen.  In  the  vicinity  of  the  historic  town  of  Hills- 
boro,  centrally  located  and  conveniently  to  whatever  our  business  may 
require,  we  are  in  the  midst  of  friends  who  desire  our  prosperity  and 
permanence,  and  here  we  are  not  likely  to  suffer  any  unjust  discrimina- 
tion that  we  should  have  avoided  elsewhere. 

The  credit  for  the  accomplishment  of  what  is  before  you  is  due  to 
your  Executive  Committee  and  resident  officers.  When  you  have  heard 
their  detailed  reports  of  progress  and  plans,  you  are  expected  to  pass 
your  judgment  upon  their  labors  and  to  direct  their  further  operation. 
The  possibilities  of  this  enterprise  as  it  may  be  extended  and  developed 
are  too  great,  both  for  the  upbuilding  of  the  Alliance  and  as  a  factory  in 
the  industrial  development  of  the  State,  not  to  claim  very  earnest  and 
mature  consideration  at  your  hands.  For  if  we  succeed  in  this  small 
beginning,  as  we  shall  if  we  are  so  determined,  this  venture  will  mark 
a  new  era  in  the  life  of  our  organization,  and  illustrate  the  possibilities 
of  co-operative  industrial  enterprise. 

We  are  now  upon  the  eve  of  a  political  campaign  which  promises  to 
be  a  very  memorable  one  in  our  country's  history.  The  importance  of 
the  issue,  the  uncertainty  of  the  event,  the  gratification  which  every 
allianceman  feels  that  the  lines  of  battle  are  drawn  at  length  upon  his 
fundamental  contention  of  financial  reform,  unite  to  surround  the  cam- 
paign with  unusual  activity  and  interest.     While  perhaps  little,  therefore, 
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could  be  done  in  the  way  of  reviving  and  reorganizing  the  Order  until 
after  the  election,  too  little,  I  fear,  could  be  done  even  then  with  our  pre- 
sent disregard  of  the  value  of  the  lecture  system.  Deeming  this  a  matter 
of  the  utmost  importance,  I  urge  that  you  shall  not  close  this  session 
until  you  have  devised  some  plan  to  keep  the  lecturer  constantly  in  the 
field  during  the  coming  year. 

The  Director  of  the  Experimental  Station  has'  recently  requested 
through  the  Progressive  Parmer,  that  each  Sub-alliance  appoint  an  ag- 
ricultural committee  to  communicate  with  him  upon  questions  of  farm 
interests.  This  was  done  after  consultation  with  me.  I  hope  the  mem- 
bership will  avail  itself  of  the  information  so  freely  offered.  If  we  may 
not  thereby  increase  the  market  price  of  our  product,  we  may  learn  to 
lessen  the  cost  of  production;  and  a  lessened  cost  is  equivalent  to  an  in- 
crease of  price  in  so  far  as  it  may  add  to  our  profit. 

Conditions  just  now  confronting  us  seem  to  me  unusually  favorable  for 
renewed  growth  of  the  Alliance.  Until  four  years  ago  this  organization 
was  in  fine  favor  with  a  majority  of  our  agricultural  people.  This  favor 
was  not  withdraw  to  be  replaced  by  misrepresentation  and  persecution 
until  the  existence  and  teachings  of  the  Alliance  had  begotten  intense 
connections  in  the  hearts  of  a  large  and  intractable  portion  of  its  mem- 
bership. The  unbiased  study  of  economic  conditions  and  problems  gave 
rise  to  a  body  of  sincere  men  who,  through  bitter  experience  had  lost  all 
confidence  in  the  honestly  and  helpfulness  of  existing  party  organiza- 
tions. These  men  were  four  years  in  advance  of  a  vaster  host  that  could 
be  numbered  to-day.  We  had  presented  our  demands  to  National  Con- 
ventions and  Legislatures  of  these  existing  parties;  we  had  urged  upon 
them  the  justice  of  our  claims  to  substantial  recognition  and  effective 
remedy;  we  had  declared  our  willingness  to  strengthen  the  party  that 
would  care  for  our  interests ;  and  we  had  received  nothing  better  than 
scant  courtesy  for  the  moment,  with  ridicule  and  contemptuous  disregard 
afterward.  If  State  and  local  conventions  seemed  to  acquiesce  in  our 
demands,  it  was  only  to  give  us  the  placebo  of  a  neglected  platform,  while 
our  shrewder  enemies  were  given  too  often  the  body  and  soul  of  the  can- 
didate. The  lack  of  good  faith  in  the  past  of  party  leaders  in  whom  we 
had  confided  became  disgustingly  evident  to  many  to  whom  there  seemed 
left  no  cause  consistent  with  their  convictions  but  to  ally  themselves  with 
a  new  party  of  protest,  professing  iriendliness  to  their  interests  and  in- 
corporating their  demands  into  its  party  platform.  Then  began  at  the 
hands  of  dorminant  partisans  in  North  Carolina  a  campaign  of  cruel  and 
bitter  misrepresentation  of  the  Alliance  and  of  the  motives  that  actuated 
the  majority  of  alliancemen  of  a  later  day.  Former  alliancemen  of  too 
much  brain  not  to  comprehend  the  injustice  and  falsity  of  their  own 
utterances  and  the  ruthless  purpose  of  our  enemies,  declared  from  plat- 
form and  through  the  press  that  the  organization  had  "  left  its  first  prin- 
ciples and  gone  into  politics."  Upon  this  false  plea  of  defection  from 
original  principles,  they  justified  their  own  abandoment  of  the  Alliance 
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and  drew  away  with  them  thousands  of  confiding  and  sincere  alliance- 
men. 

From  the  beginning  the  Alliance  was  not  designed  to  be  a  mere  agri- 
cultural club  or  an  annex  to  any  political  party.  Feeling  the  necessity 
of  popular  political  education,  its  originators  set  it  forth  on  this  special 
mission. 

In  withdrawing  our  support,  therefore,  from  a  party  we  deemed  untrue 
to  our  best  interests  "we  went  into  politics,"  only  so  far  as  our  original 
principles  contemplated  and  justified. 

Under  such  circumstances  we  encountered  the  terrible  shock  of  the 
campaign  of  1892,  a  campaign  which  for  intense  convictions,  desperate 
determination  and  educative  effectivenes:-*  is  without  a  parallel.  When 
the  smoke  of  that  battle  had  cleared  away  the  partisans  who  desired  the 
destruction  of  the  Order,  because  instead  of  a  harmless  plaything,  it  had 
become  a  powerful  menace  to  continued  unfaithfulness,  declared  with  a 
strange  mixture  of  feigned  regret  and  evident  satisfaction  that  the  Alli- 
ance, having  gone  into  politics  had  killed  itself.  Nevertheless,  the  Order 
survived  that  terrible  onslaught.  Your  lecturer  took  the  field  the  follow- 
ing year  with  a  determination  to  rebuild.  They  inspired  new  hope  and 
fresh  courage  in  the  hearts  that  felt  the  continued  need  of  the  Alliance, 
which  they  loved  better  than  they  loved  any  political  party.  A  ceaseless 
campaign  of  political  education,  in  the  face  of  whatever  difficulties  was 
waged  undaunted  in  every  section  of  the  State. 

It  is  characteristic  of  the  Alliance  to  wage  ceaseless  campaigns  of 
political  education  and  to  apply  its  teaching  according  to  individual 
judgment  at  the  ballot-box.  Therein  lies  its  power  for  good  and  its  ter- 
ror to  its  opposers.  Should  not  the  sovereign  citizen  be  well  taught  in 
the  science  of  economic  government?  Or  were  it  better  that  he  be  left 
ignorant  and  pliable  clay  in  the  hands  of  destructive  potters !  If  we 
went  into  politics,  therefore,  has  not  our  action  been  fully  justified  by 
the  course  of  events  ?  What  we  declared  Clevelandism  to  mean  in  1892 
is  sadly  realized  in  1896.  The  crushing  stone  which  we  then  rejected  is 
not  now  set  as  head  of  the  corner,  even  by  our  former  calumniators. 

For  our  course,  therefore,  we  have  no  apology  to  offer  in  any  effort  to 
increase  our  membership.  We  are  not  the  prodigal.  We  have  not 
wandered  into  any  far  country  to  waste  our  substance  in  riotous  living. 
For  these  four  years,  we  who  are  charged  with  going  into  politics  are  in 
no  sense  chargeable  with  the  ruin  which  the  financial  policy  of  our  nation 
has  wrought ;  and  now,  among  the  sincere  men  were  led  away  from  us, 
will  not  be  confessed  that,  without  our  protest  and  breaking  of  party 
ties,  our  continued  efforts  among  the  plain,  common  people  whom  we 
have  taught  to  study,  to  think,  to  read  by  countless  humble  fire-sides,  the 
prospect  of  the  early  triumph  of  helpful  principles  of  government  would 
be  far  less  encouraging.  Friends  always  of  every  species  of  education, 
we  have  largely  fashioned  public  thought  and  expression.  Pioneers  in 
the  field  of  popular  political  education   for  truth's  sake,  we  give  to  the 
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country  a  more  intelligent,  independent,  and  patriotic  citizenship  than  it 
ever  before  knew.  The  principles  which  we  have  studied,  the  problems 
we  agitated  for  decade  are  just  now  being  taken  seriously  to  heart  by  the 
commercial  classes  to  whom  we  had  no  access.  The  pamphlets  to  which 
we  gave  rise,  the  press  which  we  originated  and  maintained  are  just  now 
finding  a  restatement  of  our  vital  contentions  in  a  press  that  finds  new 
audiences.  Our  city  population  who  thought  themselves  the  better  in- 
formed are  now  in  the  stress  of  conditions  we  h.9,ve  striven  to  avert, 
eagerly  poring  over  question  that  have  for  years  engrossed  the  thought 
of  the  humble  toiler  at  his  country  fire-side;  and  the  consequence  to 
them,  as  it  was  to  us,  is  that  party  affiliations,  life-long  or  ancestral, 
wherein  has  been  sung  to  them  many  a  damning  political  lulaby  are 
breaking  away  with  a  new  sense  of  danger,  a  better  conception  of  human 
relations,  a  clearer  view  of  the  essential  unity  of  every  industry. 

When  some  future  historian  shall  recount,  whether  in  a  more  prosper- 
ous or  calamitous  time,  the  forces  that  strive  for  a  peaceable  and  equit- 
able adjustment  in  behalf  of  our  common  humanity,  of  all  the  evil  con- 
ditions of  this  agitated  time,  if  he  is  unprejudiced  enough  to  be  just,  he 
will  write  down  this  organization  as  a  foremost  factor. 

The  sectionalism  and  bitter  hatreds  upon  which,  as  an  evil  heritage 
from  the  war,  parties  throve  and  plundered  have  been  swept  away  under 
the  humane  advance  of  this  organization  to  every  section  of  the  union. 
A  new  sense  of  brotherhood  arose  every  where  in  the  magnetic  pathway 
of  L.  L.  Polk,  whose  memory  is  sacred  as  the  divinest  preacher  of  a 
decade.  But  for  the  labors  of  this  organization,  the  tariff  would  still 
be  sounded  as  the  battle  cry  of  equally  plundered  but  contending  men, 
and  the  cruel  and  blasphemous  assertion  of  overproduction  Avould  still 
satisfy  a  multitude,  rot  apparently  fools,  in  their  helpless  contemplation 
of  individual  and  national  bankruptcy. 

But  these  reputed  causes  no  longer  satisfy  since  our  school  master  is 
abroad  in  the  land.  We  are  making  progress.  No  campaign  can  now 
be  fought  on  sectional  lines.  No  party  will  find  a  population  so  ignorant 
as  to  believe  the  tariff  the  main  issue  in  politics.  The  money  question, 
in  which  are  involved  all  the  essential  factors  effecting  human  progress 
or  decay,  comes  in  this  presidential  year  as  the  ridge  pole  of  all  political 
controversy.  But  a  little  while  ago  two  great  parties  denied  our  conten- 
tion and  spurned  our  urgent  appeal  for  monetary  reform.  To-day  only 
one  great  party  which  counts  for  the  most  pare  the  unearned  wealth  and 
luxurious  idleness  of  the  nation  ignores  our  teaching  and  labors'  appeal, 
while  three  great  parties  are  striving  to  co-operate  for  the  success  of  our 
most  urgent  and  vital  demand;  and  whereas,  the  Alliance  has  had  its 
way  most  largely,  there  the  financial  question  is  most  difficult  to  evade, 
there  the  masses  in  all  political  parties  are  most  likely  to  be  intelligently 
abreast  of  the  wisest  and  most  humane  economic  thought. 

May  we  not  contend,  therefore,  that  the  Alliance  is  not  only  a  useful, 
but  an  indispensable  organization  as  well?     If  the  membership  remains 
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small  after  the  shock  of  two  unfriendly  campaigns  and  a  period  of  per- 
nicous  financial  stringency,  still  the  Order  lives,  and  there  is  every  reason 
why  it  should  grow.  Our  mission  is  perpetual.  There  are  other  great 
questions  upon  which  the  people  need  to  be  educated,  and  others  to  arise 
in  the  process  of  time.  No  Populist  should  neglect  the  Alliance  because 
the  People's  party  espoused  its  cause.  lie  should  rather  for  that  reason 
remain  steadfast  to  the  Alliance  and  see  to  it  that  his  new  party  prove 
not  faithless  as  the  old. 

The  evil  element  that  cannot  thwart  a  good  cause  in  open  combat 
is  prone  to  attach  itself  to  it  in  apparent  friendliness  to  accomplish,  by 
this  means,  what  it  could  not  openly.  It  was  such  an  evil  genius  that 
would  have  rendered  the  Alliance  useless  by  steering  it  clear  of  political 
study  and  practice.  It  was  such  an  evil  genius  that  stranded  the  old 
Democratic  ship  upon  the  shores  of  Shermanism.  Is  it  not  possible  for 
the  People's  party  to  suffer  some  time  a  similar  fate? 

The  thousands  of  true  alliancemen,  who  affiliating  with  the  Demo- 
cratic partv,  left  the  Alliance  "because  it  went  intj  politics"  four  years 
ago,  can  have  no  excuse  for  remaining  out  of  it  now.  The  Democratic 
party  in  control  of  every  department  of  the  government,  counting 
securely  upon  their  unquestioning  allegiance  to  party,  gave  them  nothing 
of  their  principles  after  all  its  success.  Its  history  the  past  four  years 
shows  how  untrue  a  political  party,  unfettered  by  independent  public 
sentiment  may  prove,  and  how  cruelly  contemptuous  of  blind  allegiance- 
We  want  to  see  these  men  return  to  the  Order  and  help  us  to  rebuild  it 
to  its  former  magnitude.  We  need  them  and  wTe  feel  they  need  us. 
They  left  because  we  went  into  politics  in  1892,  and  in  1896  their 
National  platform  has  put  them  into  the  same  politics  that  we  went  into. 
Why  should  they  not  now  find  us  very  genial  companions? 

And  so  to  every  eligible  man  in  North  Carolina,  whether  Populist, 
Democrat,  or  Republican,  who  believes  in  the  wisdom  and  necessity  of 
the  non-part;san  political  education  of  the  voter,  that  herein  lies  the 
safety  of  our  common  country,  I  extend  a  cordial  invitation  to  connect 
himself  with  us  An  intelligent  and  patriotic  citizenship  is  the  only 
hope  of  the  republic;  and  that,  which  we  think  we  learned  in  a  campaign 
when  hotly  contending  for  the  mastery  of  a  faction  is  not  so  likely  to  be 
the  saving  truth  as  that  which  we  calmly  discover  when  in  quest  of  truth 
for  its  own  sake.  For  the  citizen  there  is  no  education  so  valuable  as 
that  which  is  political,  and  for  our  agricultural  population  there  has  been 
no  other  such  an  education  as  the  Alliance. 

And  to  those  who  follow  useful  occupations  that  render  them  ineligible 
to  membership  in  the  Alliance,  let  us  appeal  for  kindly  recognition  and 
a  friendly  hand.  Whatever  their  calling,  the  Alliance  is  not  an  enemy 
to  them.  If  we  seek  primarily  the  prosperity  of  our  own  calling,  we 
seek  as  a  necessary  sequence  the  prosperity  of  every  other  industry.  For 
only  upon  a  prosperous  agriculture  can  you  predicate  the  prosperity  of 
the  merchant,  the  manufacturer,  or  any  class   of  helpful  labor.     This  is 
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the  divine  foundation,  which  car.not  be  safely  disregarded  or  despised. 
The  impoverishment  of  the  fanner  and  the  destruction  of  the  value  of 
his  product  is  followed  inevitably  by  loss,  failure,  and  bankruptcy  in 
other  pir suits.  It  was  a  very  old,  but  not  tfie  less  eloquent  truth  uttered 
by  Mr.  Bryan,  at  Chicago  :  "  Burn  down  your  cities  and  leave  our  farms 
and  your  cities  will  grow  up  again.  But  destroy  our  farms  and  the  grass 
will  grow  in  every  city  in  the  union."  And  it  is  a  sad  fact,  no  less  elo- 
quently true,  that  with  an  impoverished,  ignorant,  degraded,  and  spirit- 
less rural  population,  such  as  it  is  the  progressive  tendency  of  present 
conditions  and  policies  to  produce,  there  is  no  new  blood  for  the  cities' 
reinvigoration,  and  no  independent  neucleus  of  "a  bold  yeomanry,  its 
country's  pride,"  around  which  to  gather  in  some  possible  final  struggle 
for  a  country's  freedom. 

Is  it  too  much  to  hope  that  other  industries  will  yet  come  to  rate  the 
farmer  and  his  efforts  at  their  true  value  in  the  progress  of  the  world?" 
May  we  not  hope  that  the  patriotic,  the  humane,  the  christian,  of  what- 
ever political  party  or  helpful  calling,  whether  in  town  or  country,  will 
begin  to  recognize  the  value  of  our  work  and  the  need  of  our  perma- 
nence, and  ceasing  all  opposition,  bid  us  God  speed  in  our  further  efforts 
to  educate  and  bless  the  toiling  farmer  !  Surely  it  is  not  an  unreasonable 
hope  at  this  juncture;  and  so  the  Alliance  shall  enter  upon  the  labors  of 
another  year. 

CYRUS  THOMPSON. 

Committee  on  Credentials  made  a  partial  report,  which 
was  accepted  and  committee  continued. 

On  motion,  Bro.  Cole  from  Moore  county  was  admitted 
to  a  seat  on  the  floor. 

Report  of  W.  S.  Barnes,  Secretary-Treasurer  was  read 
and  referred  to  Committee  on  Publication,  and  is  as 
follows  : 

Dear  Brethren  : — The  year  just  closing  has  been  a  most  important 
one  to  the  Alliance.  While  our  reports  do  not  show  an  increase  in  mem- 
bership, yet  the  principles  of  the  Order  have  continued  to  grow  through- 
out our  State  and  nation.  The  want  of  money — the  failure  to  secure 
remunerative  prices  for  the  crops  raised — in  many  parts  of  the  State  have 
had  their  effect  in  not  keeping  the  membership  in  good  standing.  Year 
after  year  sets  the  farmer's  products  depreciate  in  value.  How  much 
longer  this  will  continue  no  one  can  tell. 

The  meeting  at  Cary  one  year  ago  made  it  possible  that  the  Alliance 
should  take  a  "new  hase  of  life" — that  a  grand  step  for  our  betterment 
could  be  made.  The  Alliance  members  everywhere  were  anxious  that 
something   should  be   done  to  give  them  a  more  direct  benefit.     Our 
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papers  and  members  talked  Shoe  factory,  and  many  placed  funds  in  the 
hands  of  your  Secretary-Treasurer  for  the  purpose  of  building  or  start- 
ing a  factory  of  that  kind.  Not  enough,  however,  has  been  received  for 
the  purpose  as  per  plan  organized  by  last  State  meeting.  We  have 
received  for  that  purpose  about  $3,000. 

Th°  removal  of  your  offices  from  the  city  to  the  country  is  a  grand 
stride  for  agricultural  freedom,  and  the  independence  of  the  Alliance  or- 
ganization. 

The  establishment  of  these  headquarters  with  the  Tannery  and  Shoe 
factory  by  your  Executive  Committee  will,  we  believe,  have  more  to  do 
with  breaking  down  prejudice  against  the  Order  and  rebuilding  the  or- 
ganization than  anything  that  could  have  been  done. 

Every  allianceman  will  be  interested  in  this  property  and  work;  and 
will,  without  doubt,  help  sustain  them  and  push  them  forward. 

It  is  with  you  brethren  to  say  whether  the  Alliance  shall  go  forward  in 
this  grand  stretch  for  freedom  or  not.  It  is  with  you  to  say  whether  or  not 
the  Alliance  shall  go  forward  and  your  place  become  the  mightiest  co- 
operative manufacturing  establishment  in  the  South.  Let  there  be  no 
bickerings,  no  strife,  but  let  each  officer  and  delegate  do  his  utmost  to 
see  how  much  he  can  say  and  do  to  make  this  beginning  one  grand  final 
success.  Right  here  we  wish  to  say  that  a  house  divided  against  itself 
cannot  stand.     Let  there  be  no  division  in  the  Alliance  work. 

Since  our  removal  here  we  have  received  nothing  less  than  the  good 
will  of  the  citizens  in  and  out  of  the  Alliance. 

It  is  due  specially  to  Maj.  John  W.  Graham,  a  brother  of  our  worthy 
trustee,  and  to  Mr.  D.  M.  Parks,  both  of  Ilillsboro,  that  we  are  owners 
of  the  property  here.  They  assisted  your  Secretary  in  his  search  for  a 
good  location,  and  your  Executive  Committee  when  they  came  upon  the 
grounds  to  make  the  purchase.  We  do  not  believe  we  could  have  selected 
a  place  where  your  organization  and  its  officers  would  have  been  more 
kindly  treated  than  here. 

We  regret  that  more  progress  has  not  been  made  in  getting  our  insur- 
ance before  our  people.  We  have  only  one  active  agent,  Bro.  J.  M. 
Roberts,  of  Cleveland  county,  who  has  done  much  work  for  the  National 
Aid.  Several  agents  have  been  appointed,  but  they  have  not  met  with 
success. 

I  think  it  well  for  our  brothers  to  investigate  thoroughly  the  plan 
before  returning  home,  so  that  each  county  could  get  the  information 
from  its  delegate. 

I  think  the  plan  of  permitting  members  who  are  behind  more  than  one 
quarter  to  return  by  paying  one  quarter's  dues  should  be  no  longer  per- 
mitted.    I  believe  it  is  a  detriment  to  the  strength  of  the  Order. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  urge  upon  the  members  present  to  so  push  our 
organization  and  the  enterprises  started  that  we  may  be  able  to  establish 
at  least  one  new  enterprise  every  year  hereafter. 
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The   following  are   receipts   and   disbursements    for    the    year    ending 
August  10,  1896 : 

RECEIPTS. 

Amount  on  hand  August  11,  1895 , ......$    208  70 

Amount  received,  fees,  dues  and  otherwise 1,922  65 


Total „.. $2,131  35 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Expenses  State  meeting.  1895 $    109  09 

Printing,  stationery 230  70 

Offices,  expenses,  etc 20  44 

Executive  committee  meetings 47  77 

Paid  National  Secretary  balance  dues  of  1895 290  98 

Paid  National  Secretary  on  dues  for  1896 100  00 

Paid  for  Rituals     5  00 

Paid  W.  S.  Barnes,  salary 1,000  00 

Paid  T.  M.  Mewboorne,  balance  salary  as  President 50  00 

Paid  Cyrus  Thompson  on  salary 65  00 

Paid  postage 123  00  2,042  00 


Balance  on  hand  $       89  35 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  S.   BARNES, 

Sec'y-  Treas. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  commiteee  on 
Demands  and  Resolutions :  J.  T.  B.  Hoover j  Chairman; 
Dr.  V.  N.  Seawell,  Rufus  Swain,  D.  T.  House,  C.  E. 
Tatem,  Dr.  J.  F.  Harrell,  W.  L,.  Henry,  C.  A.  Howard,  R. 
C.  Whitener,  J.  H.  Quinn,  D.  T.  Massey. 

Rev.  J.  T.  R.  Hoover,  State  Lecturer,  made  his  report, 
which  is  as  follows  : 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  X.  C.  Farmers'  State  Alliance: 

Brethren  : — In  obedience  to  custom  and  to  the  requirements  of  the 
Order,  I  hereby  beg  leave  to  make  this  my  annual  report  as  Lecturer  for 
the  State.  It  is  a  source  of  much  regret  to  me  to  have  to  report  that  but 
little  has  been  done  on  this  line  in  the  absence  of  any  appropriation.  I 
have  been  unable  to  carry  and  send  the  great  truth  of  the  Alliance  to  any 
new  quarters,  or  to  visit  even  those  places  in  which  we  have  our  greatest 
strength.  I  find,  however,  in  the  places  I  have  been  that  the  Alliance 
sentiment  is  strong. 

I  visited  the  counties  of  Robeson,  Bertie,  Franklin,  Wilson,  and  some 
other  places;  have  reorganized  many  Sub-alliances. 


14        PROCEEDINGS    OF    THE    TENTH    ANNUAL    SESSION 

I  would  recommend  that  the  lecture  system  be  taken  in  your  hand,  and 
that  if  possible,  some  means  be  adopted  to  revive  our  lecturing  system. 
I  regard  this  as  the  great  arm  of  the  service,  if  it  shall  continue  para- 
lyzed the  Order  will  continue  to  suffer.  Restore  its  strength  and  you 
give  new  life  to  the  Alliance. 

Truly  thanking  you  for  the  honor  conferred  on  me  during  the  past 
year,  and  for  many  courtesies  I  have  received  at  the  hands  of  the  brother- 
hood, I  respectfully  submit  this  my  report. 

J.  T.  B.  HOOVER, 

State  Lecturer. 

The  report  of  the  Lecturer  was  referred  to  Committee 
on  Publication. 

T.  Ivey,  State  Business  Agent,  made  his  report  as  fol- 
lows : 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Farmers  State  Alliance  of  North 
Carolina: 
Brethren  : — The  year  just  closing  has  been  a  busy  one  for  your  State 
Agent,  and  the  most  successful  t':e  agency  has  ever  known.  In  January, 
1895  (at  which  time  you  placed  me  in  the  office  as  principal),  I  did  not 
find  a  pleasing  condition  of  affairs  It  was  a  period  when  the  Alliance 
was  gasping  for  life.  All  the  hostile  influence  known  to  human  ingenu- 
ity had  been  brought  to  bear  against  it.  An  unscrupulous  Legislature 
had  stabbed  it,  a  State  Lecturer  had  injured  it,  weak  brethren  had 
deserted  it,  and  the  masses  had  become  indifferent.  Our  correspondence 
had  grown  to  a  minimum.  There  was  an  expense  account  against  us  and 
not  a  dime  in  the  treasury  (the  fund  excepted)  with  which  to  carry  on 
business.  In  addition,  the  Agency  was  borrowing  $6,000  to  meet  out- 
standing obligations.  With  a  very  great  feeling  of  trepidation,  I  entered 
upon  the  duties  assigned  me  knowing  that,  if  failure  awaited  us,  we 
could  not  be  in  a  much  worse  condition.  The  effort  was  made.  A 
friendly  Legislature  restored  our  charter.  New  avenues  for  trade  were 
sought,  carrying  out  as  far  as  possible  the  contracts  of  former  agent. 
The  experience  and  wisdom  of  our  Executive  Committee  was  ever  at 
ready  command,  and  reinforced  by  appreciative  brethren,  the  Agency 
stands  forth  today  crowned  with  that  which  makes  everything  beauti- 
ful— success.  We  have  been  able  during  this  time  out  of  the  percentages 
and  commissions  which  have  accrued  to  the  Agency  to  pay  the  expense 
account  that  was  against  us,  keep  up  the  current  expenses  of  the  Agency 
and  pay  back  of  this  borrowed  money  $5,504  65.  We  have  done  about 
$20,000.00  worth  of  business  on  which  the  Agency  has  received  no  com- 
mission. The  volume  of  trade  for  the  last  ye?r,  notwithstanding  the  re- 
duction in  price  of  many  goods,  has  been  much  larger  than  the  preced- 
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ing  year.     Our  fertilizer  contract  has  been  generally  satisfactory,  though 
it  was  a  mistake  to  quote  a  uniform  delivered  price. 

An  itemized  list  of  articles  handled  by  the  Agency  is  herewith  at- 
tached. Our  books  and  accounts,  correspondence  and  contracts  are  all 
in  the  hands  of  the  Executive  Committee  and  they  will  report  to  you 
upon  the  same.  The  removal  of  our  office  to  Hillsboro  has  had  no 
appreciable  effect  upon  the  business.  We  have  this  one  general  recom- 
mendation to  make,  that  the  brethren  use  the  Agency  just  as  far  as  prac- 
tical in  all  their  transactions,  and  if  the  Agency  is  not  efficient  make  it 
so. 

There  is  a  serious  difficulty  in  the  way  of  serving  the  brethren  to  the 
best  advantage,  and  which  we  believe  can  be  to  some  extent  remedied. 
It  is  that  the  brethren  over  the  State  use  such  a  variety  of  farm  imple- 
ments that  it  is  difficult  to  contract  for  them  on  the  most  advantageous 
terms. 

I  respectfully  ask  that  this  body  appoint  a  Standing  Committee  to  take 
under  consideration  the  advisability  of  adopting  some  uniformity  in  this 
line  with  the  view  of  reducing  the  variety  of  implements  to  a  minimum, 
and  that  they  shall  report  first  at  our  next  annual  meeting.  I  recom- 
mend also  that  the  check  system,  which  has  been  inaugurated  by  your 
Executive  Committee,  be  as  early  as  practical  extended  the  Agency,  and 
that  hereafter  the  profits  arising  from  the  business  of  the  Agency  be  set 
aside  as  constituting  another  fund  for  manufacturing  purposes,  in  which 
all  who  have  traded  through  the  Agency  shall  participate. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

T.  IVEY, 
State  Business  Agent. 

Partial  List  of  Articles  of  Merchandise  handled  by  the 
Agevcy,  August  1,  1895,  to  August  1,  1896: 

Bacon Pounds  8,200 

Lard "  3,190 

Barbed-wire "  5,150 

Rice  and  Hominy "  1,675 

Ship-stuff "  ]  ,800 

Pepper  and  Spice "  1,230 

Tobacco  ( plug) "  640 

Sulphate  Blue-stone "  350 

Flour Barrels  109 

Sugar "  193 

Molasses "  75 

Lime "    '  50 

Oil "  38 

Potatoes "  54 

Peas Bushels 75 

Wheat "  85 
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Rye Bushels 57 

Oats "  550 

Clover •     "  1 85 

Grass  Seed .  . "  128 

Coffee Bags 78 

Salt "  : 505 

Plaster Ions  7 

Cotton-seed  Meal " 35 

Alliance  Guano " 7,265 

Soda Kegs  105 

Nails " 90 

Sundries. 

Sets  Harness 7 

Cane-mills (.) 

Farm  Bells 21 

Plows ; 40 

Corn  and  Cotton  Planters 12 

Buggies 6 

Wagons 72 

Stoves 48 

Sewing  Machines 225 

Feed-cutters 9 

Mowers 2 

Rakes ' 3 

Harrows ^ 

Corn  and  Cob-mills 9 

Road  Carts 3 

Organs 10 

Miscellaneous  Articles. 

Paints,  roofing,  window  sash,  doors,  furniture,  dry  goods,  shoes, 
machine  needles,  plow  castings,  axes,  shovels,  pitchforks,  cultivators, 
stove  backs,  guns,  tobacco  flues,  medicine,  bagging,  ties,  wagon-tires, 
axles,  skeins,  plow-lines,  back-bands,  bolts,  grass  blades,  scales,  traces, 
chains,  single-trees,  starch,  lye,  axle-grease,  fish,  candy,  cheese,  raisins, 
soap,  can  goods,  stationery,  tomb-stones,  terra-cotta  pipe,  etc. 

Report  of  W.  A.  Graham,  Trustee,  read  and  referred  to 
Committee  on  Business  Agency,  and  is  as  follows  : 

I  am  informed  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  that  the 
former  Business  Agent,  Bro.  W.  H.  Worth,  went  out  of  office  leaving 
about  $6,000  uncollected,  for  which  the   Fund  is  security.     I  earnestly 
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recommend  that  this  matter  be  immediately  investigated.  If  the  Busi- 
ness Agent  has  sold  without  taking  bond,  as  especially  required  to  do, 
his  bond,  and  not  the  Fund  should  be  responsible  for  this  money.  If  he 
took  the  bonds  as  required  they  should  be  collected,  and  there  should  be 
no  respect  of  persons. 

This  fund  is  the  only  money  raised  for  business  purposes  during  the 
Alliance  movement  in  this  country  that  has  not  been  lost.  The  preser- 
vation of  this  fund  is  amply  secured  by  its  provisions,  and  I  hope  that 
you  will  take  care  that  they  are  strictly  adhered  to. 

I  recommend  that  the  Business  Agent  be  required  to  furnish  annually 
with  his  report  a  list  of  the  persons  who  have  not  paid  for  the  goods 
bought  of  him,  and  that  the  list  be  printed  annually  in  the  minutes. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  A.  GRAHAM, 

Trustee. 

Report  of  Trustee  August  1,  1896. 

Fund $29,694.88 

viz.: 

N.  C.  4  per  cent.  Bonds 28,850.00 

Loans,  6  per  cent 780.00 

Cash , 64.88 

$29,694.88 
Received  During  the  Year. 

Returned    P.    O.  Money     Order,    J.  M.  Bridges,   No.  919, 

Cleveland  County 87 

Returned  P.  O.  Money  Order,  J.  F.  Mauldin,  No.  816,  Stanley 

County 87 

$1.74 
Earnings  of  the  Fund. 
1896. 

Jan.  1.  Coupons,  $28,850  Bonds,  @  2  per  cent $     577.00 

July  1.  Coupons,  $28,850  Bonds,  @  2  per  cent 577.00 

July  1.  One  year's  interest  on  $600,  @  6  per  cent. 36.00 

Total  earnings $1,190.00 

Expended 729.00 

$     461.00 
On  hand 278.00 

Total  on  hand $     739.00 
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Expenses. 

Trustee's  Salary. ..... $      700.00 

Expenses  to  State  Alliance,  1895 ' 15.00 

Expenses,  two  trips  to  Charlotte 5.00 

Postage  and  Stationery 9.00 

$      729.00 

Report  of  Judiciary  Committee  read  and  received,  and 
is  as  follows : 

Your  Judiciary  Committee  make  the  following  report:    No  matters 
have  come  before  us  for  adjudication  during  the  past  year. 
We  congratulate  the  organization  for  its  harmony. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

JNO.  BRADY,  Chairman, 
T.  J.  CANDLER, 
J,  F.  HARRELL, 

Committee. 

Report   of  Executive   Committee  read  and  referred  to 
Committee  on  Manufacturing,  and  is  as  follows  : 

Mr.  President  and  Brethrehi 

Your  Executive  Committee  respectfully  report  that  under  the  instruc- 
tions from  the  State  Alliance  "to  buy,  lease,  or  rent  property  in  the  town 
of  Cary  or  elsewhere,  for  the  benefit  of  the  State  Alliance,"  steps  were 
taken  at  once  to  purchase  property  at  Cary  for  the  sum  of  $4,000,  the 
property,  one-half  acre  lot  in  which  the  State  Alliance  held  its  meeting, 
$250  was  added  to  this  amount  by  the  Cary  people,  and  an  agreement 
was  made  with  R.  II.  Battle,  Attorney  for  the  heirs,  and  with  their  con- 
sent, for  the  purchase  of  the  property.  The  property  was  advertised  and 
sold  with  the  distinct  understanding  that  we  were  to  have  it  for  the  price 
agreed  on;  but  it  seemed  that  other  influences  were  at  work  to  prevent 
the  Alliance  getting  the  property.  Other  parties  secured  it  by  bidding 
more  than  we  had  agreed  to  pay  for  it.  Since  we  failed  to  secure  the 
property,  we  know  from  experience  that  we  would  have  been  hampered 
at  Cary  in  our  manufacturing  operations  for  want  of  space. 

The  fact  of  our  failure  in  securing  this  property  being  made  public, 
twenty  or  more  voluntary  offers  were  made  us  for  places  to  locate  head- 
quarters and  manufacturing  enterprises.  The  Executive  Committee  soon 
after  being  notified  of  the  facts  above,  were  called  together  to  consider 
the.se  propositions.  After  carefully  considering  the  matter,  the  Com- 
mittee agreed  to  make  a  personal  examination  of  the  properties  em- 
braced in  propositions  made  by  Thomasville,  and  a  second  unimproved 
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place  at  Gary.  Alter  doing  this  the  Committee  returned  to  Raleigh  and 
held  a  consultation  with  some  brethren  there,  when  it  was  unanimously 
agreed  that  it  would  be  best  not  to  accept  any  offer  of  donation  for  a 
site,  but  purchase  outright.  Upon  suggestion  of  one  of  the  brethren 
present,  the  committee  appointed  W.  S.  Barnes  to  look  for  a  site  for  head- 
quarters and  factory.  Consequently  the  Executive  Committee,  upon 
notification  from  Bro.  Barnes,  met  at  Mebane  and  proceeded  to  investi- 
gate the  different  locations  and  properties  offered  for  sale,  and  decided 
that  the  Barracks  property,  near  Hillsboro,  was  the  most  suitable  for 
headquarters  and  manufacturing  purposes,  and  the  same  was  finally  pur- 
chased with  other  lands,  amounting  to  145  acres  for  the  sum  of  $3,575. 
The  offices  of  the  State  Alliance  were  moved  upon  its  own  grounds  on 
January  1st,  1896.  Bro  Barnes  was  authorized  to  put  property  in  repair 
and  to  occupy  dwelling  free  of  rent  until  State  meeting.  Rooms  for 
Bro.  Ivey  were  ordered  to  be  put  in  repair  and  to  be  free  of  rent  also 
till  State  meeting.  Rooms  for  Bro.  W.  C.  Betts,  Clerk  in  Business 
Agent's  office  were  ordered  to  be  put  in  repair,  for  which  a  rental  of  $3 
per  month  was  charged.  The  State  Alliance  will  undoubtedly  observe 
considerable  farming  operations  have  been  carried  on  this  year  under 
the  management  of  Bro.  Barnes  with  the  view  of  putting  the  land  in 
good  condition. 

As  there  has  been  a  number  of  amplications  to  buy  building  lot,  we 
would  respectfully  ask  the  State  Alliance  to  discuss  the  matter  as  to 
whether  lots  should  be  sold  or  not. 

TANNERY. 

Your  committee  have  begun  the  work  of  establishing  a  first-class  tan- 
nery plant  with  a  capacity  of  75  to  100  hides  per  day.  A  capable,  effi- 
cient and  progressive  Superintendent  of  the  tannery  has  been  secured. 
A  native  North  Carolinian  and  the  patentee  of  a  process  for  the  treat- 
ment of  hides,  by  which  leather  can  be  rapidly  and  cheaply  produced. 
We  have  bought  for  the  State  Alliance  the  entire  right  for  said  patented 
process  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  excepting  one  township  in  Anson 
county  and  one  shop  right  in  Salisbury,  retained  by  the  patentee  for  his 
sole  benefit.  We  are  also  made  the  sole  agents  for  the  sale  of  rights 
under  this  patent  for  the  entire  United  States. 

SHOE    FACTORY. 

Effort  after  effort  has  been  made  by  your  State  Business  Agents  to 
make  arrangements  for  supplying  the  brotherhood  with  shoes — not  one 
of  which  has  succeeded,  but  all  met  with  general  dissatisfaction,  both  to 
the  Agency  and  to  the  brethren.  Being  apprised  of  these  facts  and 
being  urged  by  the  brethren  to  establish  a  Shoe  Factory,  we  proceeded 
to  purchase  for  the  State  Alliance  the  plant  (the  second  largest  in  the 
South),  which  you  now  have  in  operation,     We  have  secured  for  this 
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plant  also  an  energetic  and  skilled  superintendent,  who  comes  to  us  with 
excellent  recommendations  from  a  number  of  former  employers. 

In  accordance  with  the  resolutions  passed  by  your  body  at  Cary  one 
year  ago,  and  as  recommended  by  Committee  on  Labor  Exchange,  we 
have  decided  to  use  form  of  certificate  and  due  bill  as  published  in  Alli- 
ance Weekly,  and  as  sent  to  Sub-secretaries  throughout  the  State,  for  the 
purchase  of  our  manufactured  products,  and  we  fully  believe  that  it  will 
not  only  be  practical,  but  highly  beneficial  to  the  Order,  to  extend  this 
system  in  conducting  our  business  enterprises. 

The  books  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer  Office  have  been  examined  and 
found  correct.  For  further  information  in  regard  to  the  financial  and 
general  condition  of  the  Order,  we  wouM  refer  you  to  the  report  of  our 
worthy  and  efficient  Secretary-Treasurer. 

The  books  of  the  Business  Agent  have  been  examined  and  found 
correct.  The  business  of  the  Agency  has  been  reasonably  satisfactory 
the  past  year,  and  it  affords  us  much  pleasure  to  be  able  to  say  that  our 
worthy  and  efficient  Business  Agent  has  made  a  clear  profit  to  the  office 
of  more  than  $5,000.  For  further  information  in  regard  to  this  office, 
we  refer  you  to  the  report  of  the  Business  Agent. 

We  cannot  close  this  report  without  expressing  our  high  appreciation 
of  the  very  acceptable  services  of  our  worthy  and  efficient  Order  clerk, 
Bro.  W.  C.  Betts,  and  also  of  the  book-keeper,  Miss  Annie  Barnes,  who 
has  manifested  a  skill  and  accuracy  in  her  work  that  are  in  keeping  with 
the  methods  of  the  best  and  oldest  business  establishments  of  the  country. 
A  new  Alliance  has  been  formed  recently  by  which  she  becomes  Mrs. 
Worth,  and  which  will  result  doubless  in  the  loss  to  the  department  of 
her  very  efficient  services. 

We  have  examined  the  report  of  the  Trustee  of  the  Business  Agency 
Fund  and  find  that  there  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Trustee  the  sum  of 
$30,433.88,  $28,850.00  of  which  is  invested  in  N.  C.  4  per  cent,  bonds. 
For  itemized  statement  of  Fund  we  refer  you  to  the  report  of  the 
Trustee. 

We  regret  exceedingly  that  it  became  necessary  for  your  Executive 
Committee  to  change  the  date  of  the  State  meeting  from  the  11th  to 
10th.  We  had  hoped  to  have  one  week  of  substantial  work  done  for  the 
good  of  the  Order  by  this  State  Alliance,  but  the  calling  of  a  political 
convention  the  same  week,  to  which  some  delegates  and  officers  desired 
to  go,  made  this  change  necessary.  Arrangement  had  been  made  to  have 
our  National  President,  Hon.  Mann  Page,  of  Virginia,  make  a  public 
Alliance  address  on  Friday,  the  14th,  but  we  were  compelled  to  cancel 
this  engagement.  Your  Executive  Committee  asked  the  Chairman  of 
the  People's  Party  Convention  to  change  the  date  of  the  State  Conven- 
tion so  as  not  to  conflict  with  State  Alliance  meeting,  which  he  declined 
to  do  on  the  grounds  of  economy. 

In  conclusion,  we  beg  to  say  that  we  have  endeavored  to  carry  out  your 
wishes  as  expressed  by  the  last  State  Alliance.     In  the  discharge  of  our 
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duties  we  have  striven  to  keep  in  view  the  best  interest  of  the  organiza- 
tion and  to  comply,  as  far  as  possible,  with  the  wishes  of  the  brother- 
hood. The  result  of  our  year's  work  are  before  you,  with  the  hope  that 
you  may  take  such  steps  as  you  may  deem  advisable  to  carry  forward  the 
work  to  its  greatest  possible  success. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  F.  HILEMAN,  Chairman, 

N.  C.  ENGLISH, 

J.  M.  MEWBOORNE, 

Executive  Committee. 

Resolution  No.  9,  introduced  by  J.  F.  Harrell,  referred 
to  Committee  on  Business  Agency. 

Resolution  No.  10,  introduced  by  M.  L,.  Wood,  referred 
to  Committee  on  Manufacturing. 

Resolution  No.  11,  introduced  by  C.  H.  Baines,  referred 
to  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-L,aws. 

Resolution  No.  12,  introduced  by  T.  J.  Candler,  upon 
motion,  the  rules  were  suspended  and  the  resolution  was 
put  upon  its  immediate  passage.  The  resolution  was 
adopted  and  is  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  at  this  the  first  State  Alliance  meeting  held  in  its  new 
State  Alliance  family  headquarters,  held  near  the  old,  historic  city  of 
Hillsboro,  we  feel  in  duty  bound  and  with  glad  hearts,  and  in  the  name 
of  every  allianceman  of  North  Carolina,  to  return  its  thanks  to  the  Sec- 
retary-Treasurer, Executive  Committee  and  all  concerned  for  their  un- 
tiring energy  and  faithful  work,  both  in  the  purchase,  location  and  repair- 
ing of  so  valuable  and  beautifully  located  property  for  the  State  Alliance 
family  headquarters. 

Further,  That  in  the  name  of  all  the  Alliances  of  this  State,  we  return 
our  most  sincere  thanks  to  the  late  Miss  Annie  Barnes  for  her  faithful 
and  efficient  work  as  assistant  clerk  to  the  State  Alliance. 

Resolution  No.  13,  by  S.  A.  Earnhart,  referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Resolution  No.  14,  by  E.  P.  Hauser,  referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Manufacturing. 

Resolution  No.  15,  referred  to  Committee  on  Business 
Agency. 

Resolution  No.  16,  referred  to  Committee  on  Manufac- 
turing. 
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Resolution  No.  17,  referred  to  Committee  on  Constitu- 
tion and  By-Laws. 

Resolution  No.  18,  introduced  by  Jno.  Graham,  upon 
motion,  the  rules  were  suspended  and  the  resolution  put 
upon  its  immediate  passage.  The  resolution  was  unani- 
mously adopted,  as  follows  : 

Hillsboro,  N.  C,  Aug.  11th,  1896. 
Whereas,  Attorney-General  Osborne,  did  in  a  letter  dated  Febru- 
ary 22d,  1890,  refuse  the  representative  of  a  Special  Committee  of  alli- 
ancemen,  acting  upon  their  own  responsibility  as  citizens,  permission  to 
bring  suit  to  test  the  validity  of  the  Lease  of  the  North  Carolina  Rail- 
road to  the  Southern  Railway,  in  accordance  with  the  permission  granted 
by  the  Supreme  Court  of  North  Carolina,  to-wit :  "  Leave  to  bring  action 
in  the  name  of  the  State  for  the  purpose  of  vacating  the  Charter  of  the 
North  Carolina  Railroad,  or  for  such  other  relief  as  the  Court  may  see 
fit  to  grant  in  the  premises,"  and  did  threaten  to  dismiss  the  action  unless 
confined  to  the  vacation  of  the  Charter  of  the  North  Carolina  Railroad  ; 

Now  be  it  Resolved,  By  the  State  Farmers'  Alliance,  in  convention 
assembled,  at  Hillsboro,  North  Carolina, 

1st.  That  we  denounce  this  action  of  the  Attorney-General  as  unworthy 
of  the  great  office  he  holds. 

2d.  That  while  we  recognize  the  great  benefits  conferred  upon  the 
commonweath  by  railways  as  servants  of  the  people,  we  dread  the  con- 
solidation of  our  commercial  highways  in  the  hands  of  any  one  corpora- 
tion as  subversive  of  the  liberties  and  rights  of  the  people. 

3d.  That  to  prevent  this  overwhelming  calamity  to  North  Carolina, 
we  urge  all  citizens  of  our  beloved  State  to  unite  regardless  of  party  ties 
in  demanding  the  annulment  of  the  Lease  of  the  North  Carolina  Rail- 
road to  the  Southern  Railway  Co. 

4th.  That  we  favor  a  Constitutional  prohibition  of  the  purchase,  lease 
or  rertal  of  competing  or  parallel  lines  of  railways,  and  tbat  the  North 
Carolina  Railroad,  the  Southern  Railway,  the  Atlantic  Coast  Line,  the 
Cape  Fear  and  Yadkin  Valley  Railroad,  and  the  Seaboard  Air  Line  be 
defined  as  competing  lines. 

5th.  That  we  pledge  ourselves  as  alliancemen,  and  urge  all  citizens 
regardless  of  party  ties  to  refuse  to  vote  for  any  candidate  for  Governor, 
Attorney-General,  or  member  of  the  Legislature  who  will  not  pledge 
himself  to  use  his  best  endeavors  to  secure  the  enactment  of  the  senti- 
ment of  these  resolutions  into  laws. 

Upon  motion,  the  resolution  was  asked  to  be  published 
by  the  State  papers. 
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T.  E.  Cutler  made  some  remarks  upon  the  fertilizer  trade 
of  last  year,  and  upon  motion,  he  was  requested  to  lay  the 
matter  before  Committee  on  Business  Agency. 

Resolution  No.  19,  introduced  by  E.  P.  Hauser,  referred 
to  Committee  on  Manufacturing. 

Some  one  having  given  out  notice  in  this  county  that 
President  Thompson  would  address  the  people  at  the  Court- 
house in  Hillsboro,  motion  was  made  that  the  State  Alli- 
ance adjourn  in  time  to  hear  this  address.  Motion  lost. 
Bro.  Thompson  declined  to  go  as  there  was  so  much  busi- 
ness of  importance  to  be  attended  to  here.  On  motion, 
Bro.  Hoover  was  requested  to  go  and  fill  the  place,  the 
appointment  made  for  Bro.  Thompson. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Credentials  received  and  com- 
mittee discharged. 

Resolution  No.  20,  referred  to  Executive  Committee. 

The  election  of  officers  was  made  special  order  for  8 
o'clock  to  night. 

On  motion,  a  recess  was  taken  till  3:30  o'clock  p.  M. 


SECOND  DAY— Evening  Session. 

August  11,   1896. 

President  Thompson  called  the  Alliance  to  order 
promptly  at  3:30  o'clock. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws 
placed  on  the  Calendar. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Demands  and  Resolutions 
placed  on  the  Calendar. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Manufacturing  placed  on  Calen- 
dar. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Business  Agency  placed  on 
Calendar. 

Report  of  Executive  Committee  placed  on  Calendar. 
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Resolution  No.  21,  introduced  by  Bro.  Saunders,  of  Pen- 
der, referred  to  Committee  on  Publication. 

Resolution  No.  20  was  taken  from  Calendar,  and  upon 
motion,  one  hour's  time  was  given  to  the  discussion  of  the 
Check  System.  Upon  motion,  Bro.  I^efler  from  Alex- 
ander county,  who  introduced  the  resolution,  was  allowed 
ten  minutes  to  discuss  and  explain  this  system.  After 
Bro.  Lefler,  Bros.  Ivey,  Mewboorne  and  others  took  part 
in  the  discussion.  Resolution  was  adopted  and  is  as 
follows  : 

Resolved,  By  the  Farmers'  Alliance,  now  in  session  at  Hillsboro,  N.  C, 
this  11th  day  of  August,  1896,  that  we  do  ask  our  Executive  Committee 
to  use  their  influence  as  early  as  possible  to  establish  a  Sub-Business 
Agency  in  every  county  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  for  the  collection 
and  distribution  of  such  material  as  may  be  of  use  and  interest  to  the 
manufacturing  industry  of  the  State  Alliance,  and  that  such  collection 
and  distribution  be  transacted  upon  the  Check  System,  similar  to  the 
plan  already  adopted  by  the  Executive  Committee. 

Resolution  No.  22,  introduced  by  B.  P.  Hauser,  referred 
to  Committee  on  Manufacturing. 

Resolution  No.  23,  introduced  by  J.  T.  B.  Hoover.  On 
motion,  rules  were  suspended  and  the  resolution  was 
adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  we  heartily  endorse  the  Progressive  Farmer  in  its 
past  course  and  endorse  it  as  the  organ  of  the  State  Alliance. 

Resolution  No.  24,  introduced  by  T.  J.  Candler,  referred 
to  Executive  Committee. 

Resolution  No.  25,  introduced  by  M.  L,.  Wood,  was  upon 
motion,  put  upon  its  immediate  passage  and  was  adopted, 
as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  no  motion  or  resolution  shall  be  entertained  until  the 
resolutions  on  the  Calendar  be  exhausted. 

Report  of  the  Trustee  taken  from  Calendar  and  adopted. 
Resolution  No,  9  tabled. 
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Resolution  No.  15  tabled. 

Report  of  Business  Agent  taken  from  Calendar,  and  on 
motion,  it  together  with  an  amendment  offered  by  E.  P. 
Hauser,  be  re-referred  to  Committee  on  Business  Agency. 

Resolution  No.  16  taken  from  Calendar,  and  on  motion, 
the  recommendation  of  committee  in  regard  to  it  be 
adopted,  and  it  was  referred  to  Business  Agent  as  recom- 
mended. 

Resolution  No.  10  tabled. 

Resolution  No.  14  read,  and  on  motion,  it  was  referred 
to  Executive  Committee. 

Resolution  No.  9  taken  from  Calendar,  and  upon  motion, 
recommendation  of  committee  was  adopted,  and  resolution 
referred  to  Executive  Committee. 

Resolution  No.  7  read  and  tabled. 

Resolution  No.  2  was  taken  from  Calender  and  adopted, 
and  is  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Constitution  be  so  amended  so  as  to  allow  three 
members  to  constitute  a  Sub-alliance. 

Bro.  Kivett,  of  Harnett,  upon  motion,  was  seated  as  a 
delegate. 

Resolution  No.  17  taken  from  Calendar,  read  and 
adopted,  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  Paragraph  6  of  Section  16  of  Article  XIV  of  Consti- 
tution be  stricken  out. 

Resolutions  Nos.  13,  4,  5  and  7  taken  from  Calendar  in 
order  and  tabled. 

Resolution  No.  12  taken  from  Calendar,  but  was  not 
adopted. 

On  motion,  the  Alliance  adjourned  till  8  o'clock  to-night. 

Night  Session — August  ii. 

The  Alliance  called  to  order  at  8:15  o'clock  by  President 
Thompson, 
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Roll  called,  51  delegates  present. 

Bro.  H.  E.  King,  of  Onslow,  was  reported  sick. 

Resolution  No.  26,  referred  to  Committee  on  Business 
Agency. 

Resolution  No.  27,  introduced  by  Bro.  J.  H.  Quinn, 
placed  on  Calendar. 

Resolution  No.  28,  introduced  by  Bro.  J.  F.  Harrell,  re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Resolution  No.  3,  by  Bertie  County  Alliance,  was  divided 
into  three  sections,  and  the  first  part  was  referred  to  Exe- 
cutive Committee.  Sections  2  and  3  failed  to  pass  as 
amended,  and  resolution  laid  on  table. 

Resolution  No.  27  taken  from  Calendar  and  adopted,  as 
follows  : 

Whereas,  The  National  Alliance  Aid  is  just  as  much  a  part  of  the 
vState  Alliance  as  any  other  department;   therefore, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  body  that  the  officers  and  mem- 
bers of  the  State  Alliance  should  use  every  effort  at  their  command  to 
further  the  work  of  organizing  the  Alliance  Aid  in  North  Carolina. 

Resolution  No.  28  tabled. 
Resolution  29  tabled. 

Motion  was  made  to  proceed  to  elect  officers,  and  the  fol- 
lowing officers  were  elected  for  the  next  twelve  months  : 

Dr.  Cyrus  Thompson Onslcw  county President. 

Jno.  Graham Warren  county Vice-President. 

W.  S.  Barnes Wilson  county Secretary- Treasurer. 

Rev.  J.  T.  B.   Hoover Wilson  county   ....  .Lecturer. 

Dr.  V.  N.  Seawell Moore  county Assistant  Lecturer. 

Rev.  P.  H.   Massey Durham  county Chaplain. 

Geo.  T.  Lane Guilford  county Door-keeper. 

Jas.  E.  Lyon Durham  county Assist.  Door-keeper. 

A.  D.  K.  Wallace Rutherford  county.  . bergeant-at-Arms. 

T.  Ivey Wake  county Business  Agent. 

N.  C.  English Randolph  county.  .  .    Executive  Committee. 

Delegate  to  National  Alliance: 

Dr.  Cyrus  Thompson J.  P.  Sossaman,  Alternate. 


NORTH    CAROLINA    FARMERS7    STATE    ALLIANCE.         27 

Resolution  No.  30,  by  T.  Ivey,  referred  to  Committee  on 
Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Resolution  No.  31,  referred  to  Committee  on  Business 
Agency. 

Resolution  No.  32,  by  J.  T.  B.  Hoover,  referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Publication  referred  to  Execu- 
tive Committee. 

Resolution  No.  ^^  by  T.  Ivey,  referred  to  Committee  on 
Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

On  motion,  a  recess  of  half  hour  was  taken.  President 
Thompson  called  the  Alliance  to  order  at  12  o'clock  mid- 
night. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Manufacturing  placed  on  Calen- 
dar, then  taken  from  Calendar,  read  and  taken  up  by  sec- 
tions. Section  first  was  amended,  then  adopted  to  read  as 
follows  : 

As  regards  to  selling  lots,  that  it  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  Executive 
Committee. 

Section  second  was  tabled. 
Section  third  adopted,  as  follows  : 

As  to  manufacturing — that  we  had  better  develop  what  we  have  under- 
taken before  going  into  new  branches,  but  we  recommend  that  the  Exe- 
cutive Committee  investigate  the  cost  of  hat,  agricultural  implements, 
or  other  desirable  manufactures,  and  report  ?t  next  meeting. 

Section  fourth  adopted  as  follows  : 

That  the  Executive  Committee  make  up  their  annual  report  on  July 
31st,  of  each  year. 

Section  fifth  adopted  as  follows  : 

That  in  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  the  Executive  Committee  and 
other  officers  of  the  Alliance  deserve  our  commendation  and  thanks  for 
their  services  in  securing  this  property. 
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Section  sixth  adopted  as  follows  : 

That  we  endorse  the  action  of  the  Executive  Committee  in  inaugura- 
ing  the  Check  System. 

Section  seventh  was  amended  and  adopted  as  follows  : 

That  we  recommend  that  the  Trustee  be  directed  to  retain  at  least 
$8,000  in  N.  C.  4  per  cent,  bonds  unencumbered  in  any  way  for  a  re- 
serve in  case  of  disaster. 

Section  eighth  tabled. 

Resolution  No.  33,  by  J-  H.  Qninn,  amended  by  A.  J. 
Pringle,  substitute  offered  by  Wood.  Resolution  with- 
drawn and  substitute  accepted,  which  was  adopted,  and 
reads  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  instructed  to  negotiate  a 
loan  on  the  Shoe  Factory  for  the  purpose  of  starting  up  the  business. 

Motion  made  and  carried  that  the  Secretary  be  allowed 
to  use  his  discretion  as  to  what  part  of  the  minutes  should 
be  published  in  Proceedings. 

Resolutions  Nos.  22,  io,  31,  26  and  30  taken  from  Calen- 
dar and  tabled. 

Resolution  No.  32,  adopted  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  name  of  Steward  be  changed  to  Assistant  Lecturer. 

Resolution  No.  34  tabled. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Business  Agency  recommend 
the  Business  Agent's  report  be  accepted  as  amended  by 
committee.     Adopted. 

Time  4  a.  m.  On  motion,  the  Alliance  adjourned  to 
meet  at  8  o'clock  A.  m. 
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THIRD  DAY— Morning  Session. 

August  1 2  th,  1896. 

The  Alliance  was  called  to  order  at  8:20  o'clock  A.  M., 
by  Jno.  Graham,  Vice-President.  Prayer  by  Chaplain  P. 
H.  Massey.  Roll  called  by  Secretary.  On  motion,  the 
reading  of  minutes  were  dispensed  with. 

Resolution  No.  ^j,  by  C.  H.  Baines,  of  Nash,  was  intro- 
duced, and  on  motion,  the  rules  were  suspended  and  reso- 
lution put  upon  its  immediate  passage.  The  resolution 
was  adopted  unanimously,  and  reads  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  The  we,  the  delegates  of  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State 
Alliance,  assembled  at  headquarters,  this  the  12th  day  of  August,  1896, 
gladly  seize  this  our  best  opportunity  of  expressing  our  sincere  thanks 
for  the  kind  and  genial  hospitality  of  the  officers  and  friends  of  our 
Order  so  kindly  given  to  us  at  this  place.  May  their  shadows  never 
grow  less. 

Resolution  No.  35  was  reported  favorably  by  Committee 
on  Demands  and  Resolutions,  and  adopted  unanimously  as 
follows : 

Resolved,  That  we  endorse  the  demands  of  the  National  Alliance. 

Resolution  No.  36,  by  J.  E.  Person,  of  Wayne.  On 
motion,  the  rules  were  suspended  and  the  resolution  put 
upon  its  immediate  passage.  Resolution  adopted  as 
follows : 

Resolved,  That  Jno.  Graham  and  W.  B.  Fleming  be  added  as  auxili- 
ary members  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  this  Alliance  with  full 
powers  to  act  with  them  in  all  meetings. 

The  following  members  were  re-appointed  Judiciary 
Committee  by  President  Thompson  for  the  ensuing  year : 
Jno.  Brady,  T.  J.  Candler  and  J.  F.  Harrell. 

Resolution  No.  38  tabled. 
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A  motion  was  made  and  adopted  to  reconsider  section  7 
recommended  by  Manufacturing  Committee  and  adopted 
by  the  Alliance  at  last  night's  session.  A  motion  was  then 
made  to  amend  said  section  7  to  read  as  follows  : 

That  we  recommend  that  the  Trustee  be  directed  to  retain  at  least 
$7,000  in  N.  C.  4  per  cent,  bonds  unencumbered  in  any  way  for  a  reserve 
in  case  of  disaster. 

The  above  resolution  adopted. 

Bros.  J.  C.  Lasly,  of  Rockingham  and  K.  L.  Turlington, 
of  Sampson,  were  seated  as  delegates. 

Report  of  Geo.  F.  L,ane,  Door-keeper,  was  then  called 
for  and  he  responded  in  substance  as  follows  : 

That  this  meeting  had  been  one  of  the  greatest  revivals  that  North  Caro- 
lina Farmers'  State  Alliance  ever  had.  That  no  scent  of  liquor  had  been 
detected  by  him  on  any  one  passing  him  at  the  door. 

Remarks  were  made  by  a  number  of  the  brethren, 
among  them  Bros.  Hoover,  Massey,  Davis,  Lasley,  Person. 

On  motion,  a  communication  from  Col.  J.  S.  Carr  was 
read  and  referred  to  Executive  Committee  for  action. 

As  the  closing  hour  approached,  not  more  than  one-half 
of  the  delegates  present.  Some  had  left  on  early  morning 
train,  others  had  left  on  regular  day  trains.  The  hour  of 
12  M.  had  arrived,  and  a  motion  for  adjournment  was  made 
and  carried. 
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LIST  OF  DELEGATES,  1896. 


COUNTY.  DELEGATE. 

Axexander P.  F.  Starnes 

Alamance T.  A.  Marrow 

Anson A.  A.  Lowery 

Beaufort T.  E.  Cutler 

Bertie M.  L.  Wood 

Brunswick Isaac  Jewett,  Jr. 

Bladen E.N.  Roberson 

Burke R.  C  Whitener 

Buncombe W.  L.  Henry 

Catawba J.  F.  Click 

Cleveland J.  H.  Quinn 

Chatham W.  N.  Straughan 

Cabarrus Watt  Barringer 

Columbus Dr.  J.  F.  Harrell 

Currituck N.  N.  Hampton 

Cumberland W.  R.  King,  Jr. 

Davidson G.  E.  Leonard 

Durham James  P.  Lyon 

*Duplin Jos.  F.  Shine 

Edgecombe David  T.  Britt 

Gaston E.  D.  Thompson 

Gates Jno.  Brady 

Granville Dr.  A.  J.  Dalby 

Guilford W.  P.  McLean 

Harnett W.  M.  Kivett 

Hertford J.  B.  Vaughan 

Halifax.  .  .' 

Hyde W.  B.  Nixon 

Wilson 


COUNTY.  DELEGATE. 

Jackson Jas.  R.  Love 

Johnston D.  T.  Massey 

Lenoir E.  P.  Hauser 

Lincoln C.  A.  Howard 

Martin J.  R.  Smith 

Mecklenburg T.  L.  Lowe 

Moore Eugene  Cole 

Nash C.  H.  Baines 

Onslow H.  E.  King 

Orange T.  J.  Oldham 

Pamlico.  ..    Jno.  W.  Aldridge 

Pender D.  C.  Sanders 

Pasquotank W.  J.  Williams 

Person Dr   Wm.  Merritt 

Pitt D.T.  House 

Randolph J.  J.White 

Robeson Joseph  Prevatt 

Rockingham J.  C.  Lasley 

Rowan S.  A.  Earnhart 

Rutherford  ......  .A.  D.  K  Wallace 

Sampson E.  L.  Turlington 

Stanley Aaron  Furr 

Stokes   A.  J    Pringle 

Tyrrell C.  E.  Tatem 

Vance S.  W.  Satterwhite 

Wake J.  W.  Denmark 

Warren W.  B.  Fleming 

Wayne Dr.  J.  E.  Person 

.  L.  E.  Newsome 


*Not  present. 
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